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THE 1920S FASHION SOURCEBOOKS
Complete Guide

The 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks

The 1920s fashion sourcebooks serve as invaluable windows into the vibrant and transformative
world of style during one of the most dynamic decades of the 20th century. As the decade unfolded,
it was marked by a dramatic departure from the Victorian and Edwardian fashions of the previous
eras, embracing modernity, liberation, and innovation. These sourcebooks?rithms of illustrations,
photographs, and detailed descriptions?offer researchers, fashion enthusiasts, and historians a
comprehensive glimpse into the trends, design philosophies, and cultural shifts that defined the
roaring twenties. They document the evolution of silhouettes, fabrics, accessories, and the societal
influences that shaped what women and men wore, reflecting a period characterized by jazz,
flappers, technological advances, and social upheaval.

The Role of Fashion Sourcebooks in the 1920s

Documentation of Rapid Fashion Changes

The 1920s was a decade of rapid change in fashion, driven by technological innovations such as the
sewing machine, new textile developments, and mass production techniques. Sourcebooks
collected and disseminated these innovations, allowing designers, retailers, and consumers to keep
pace with the latest trends. Unlike earlier eras where fashion was often localized or dictated by
aristocratic courts, the 1920s saw a democratization of style, with sourcebooks helping to spread
new looks across social classes and geographic regions.

Preserving the Aesthetic and Cultural Zeitgeist

These publications captured more than just clothing?they documented the societal atmosphere of
the decade. Flapper dresses, cloche hats, bobbed hair, and Art Deco embellishments are all vividly
detailed within these sourcebooks, serving as cultural artifacts that reflect the decade?s
exuberance, emancipation, and modern spirit.

Influence on Fashion Industry and Retail

Fashion sourcebooks functioned as essential tools for designers, manufacturers, and retailers. They
provided visual references and pattern ideas, setting standards for mass production and retail
display. Many of these books were used by couturiers and dressmakers to inspire collections and
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ensure consistency in style dissemination.

Types of 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks

Trade and Pattern Books

Trade books were primarily aimed at manufacturers and tailors, offering detailed illustrations, fabric
suggestions, and construction instructions. Pattern books often included templates or guides for
creating popular styles such as the dropped waist dress or the tuxedo suit.

Fashion Magazines and Illustrated Journals

Major magazines like Vogue, Harper?s Bazaar, and The Delineator published monthly or seasonal
issues filled with fashion illustrations, photographs, and articles. These served as aspirational guides
and were among the most influential sourcebooks during the decade.

Photographic Albums and Portfolio Collections

Some sourcebooks compiled photographs of fashion shows, street styles, and society events.
These visual collections offered real-world glimpses into how the trends appeared in everyday life,
beyond the studio illustrations.

Notable 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks

?The Art of Dress? (1922)

A comprehensive guide that combined fashion illustrations with advice on fabric choices and styling
tips. It emphasized the importance of individual expression within the modern silhouette.

?Fashion in Detail? (1924)

This publication focused on close-up illustrations of accessories, embellishments, and textile details,
highlighting the importance of art deco motifs, beading, and geometric patterns in 1920s fashion.

?The Modern Woman?s Wardrobe? (1926)

Targeted at working women and young adults, this sourcebook showcased practical yet stylish
clothing options that balanced elegance with comfort, reflecting the changing roles of women in
society.

?Paris Fashion Plates?
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Many sourcebooks drew heavily from the Paris couture scene, featuring fashion plates from leading
designers such as Coco Chanel, Jean Patou, and Paul Poiret. These plates set international trends
and were eagerly reproduced in American and British publications.

The Artistic Style and Illustrations in 1920s Sourcebooks

Art Deco Influence

The Art Deco movement heavily influenced the visual style of 1920s fashion sourcebooks. Bold
geometric shapes, symmetrical designs, and luxurious motifs appeared in illustrations and layouts,
emphasizing modernity and opulence.

Techniques and Mediums

Most illustrations employed watercolor, gouache, or ink, creating stylized images that prioritized
elegance and clarity. Photographic reproductions improved over the decade, capturing more realistic
representations of garments and accessories.

Representation of Different Social Classes and Styles

Sourcebooks depicted not only high fashion but also everyday wear, catering to a broad audience.
They illustrated the contrast between urban flapper styles and more conservative or rural fashions,
emphasizing the decade?s diversity.

Impact of 1920s Sourcebooks on Fashion and Society

Shaping Consumer Preferences

By showcasing the latest styles, sourcebooks influenced what women and men purchased and
wore. They created aspirational images that fueled the desire for fashionable, modern clothing.

Standardization and Mass Production

Fashion plates and pattern books contributed to the standardization of styles, enabling mass
production and ready-to-wear garments. This shift made fashionable clothing more accessible to the
masses.

Preservation of the Decade?s Fashion Aesthetic

Today, vintage and modern recreations of 1920s clothing often rely on these sourcebooks for
accuracy. They serve as essential reference materials for historians, costume designers, and
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fashion enthusiasts aiming to capture the authentic look of the era.

Collecting and Studying 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks

Historical Significance

Collecting these sourcebooks offers insight into the social, cultural, and technological changes of the
period. They reveal how fashion was intertwined with broader societal movements like women?s
emancipation and technological progress.

Modern Reproductions and Digital Archives

Today, many 1920s fashion sourcebooks have been digitized, making them accessible worldwide.
Collectors and scholars can access high-resolution scans, facilitating research and preservation.

Tips for Collectors and Researchers

- Look for original editions in antique bookstores or auctions.
- Verify authenticity by examining paper quality and printing techniques.
- Use digital archives from museums and libraries for broader access.
- Cross-reference illustrations with surviving garments to understand construction details.

Conclusion

The 1920s fashion sourcebooks are more than mere collections of images?they are cultural artifacts
that encapsulate the spirit of a revolutionary decade. From the bold geometric motifs of Art Deco to
the liberation expressed through flapper dresses and bobbed hair, these sourcebooks document a
period of profound transformation in fashion and society. Their enduring value lies in their ability to
educate, inspire, and preserve the style innovations that continue to influence contemporary fashion.
Whether in scholarly research, vintage collecting, or modern design reinterpretations, these
sourcebooks remain fundamental resources for understanding the vibrant tapestry of 1920s fashion
history.
 
The 1920s fashion sourcebooks: Unlocking the Style Secrets of the Roaring Twenties

The 1920s fashion sourcebooks stand as invaluable time capsules, offering a vivid glimpse into one
of the most transformative decades in fashion history. These meticulously curated volumes, often
compiled by industry insiders, designers, and photographers of the era, served as both catalogs of
contemporary style and blueprint for future trends. As the decade of jazz, flappers, and social
upheaval unfurled, the sourcebooks documented the rapid evolution of fashion?from the liberated
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silhouettes of the Jazz Age to the intricate detailing of evening wear. Today, they are treasured
artifacts that help fashion historians, enthusiasts, and collectors understand the nuances of 1920s
style and its enduring influence.

The Origins and Purpose of 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks

Understanding the significance of these sourcebooks begins with recognizing their origins. During
the early 20th century, the fashion industry was burgeoning, driven by the rise of department stores,
fashion houses, and a growing middle class eager to emulate high society?s style. Sourcebooks
emerged as a practical response to this demand, providing visual references and detailed
descriptions that could be shared across retail outlets, fashion magazines, and private collections.

Many of these publications were created by fashion designers, commercial publishers, or influential
magazines seeking to standardize and disseminate the latest trends. They functioned as:

- Style catalogs showcasing seasonal collections
- Pattern guides for home seamstresses and tailors
- Trend reports summarizing the latest innovations in fabric, cut, and accessories
- Inspiration boards for stylists and wardrobe departments

While some sourcebooks were produced for internal industry use, others were marketed directly to
consumers, democratizing fashion in an unprecedented way.

Key Features and Content of 1920s Sourcebooks

The typical 1920s fashion sourcebook was a richly illustrated document, often combining
photographs, sketches, fabric swatches, and written descriptions. Several key features defined
these publications:

Visual Documentation

Photographs and illustrations formed the backbone of sourcebooks, capturing:

- Daywear: Flapper dresses, tunics, and tailored suits
- Evening wear: Sequined gowns, beaded dresses, and feathered accessories
- Accessories: Cloche hats, long pearl necklaces, gloves, and fans
- Footwear: T-strap shoes, Mary Janes, and embroidered slippers

Images often showcased models in dynamic poses to emphasize movement and style, with
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close-ups on intricate embroidery or beadwork.

Pattern and Design Details

Many sourcebooks included detailed sketches or pattern layouts, offering:

- Cut lines
- Fabric suggestions
- Embellishment instructions

This made them invaluable resources for home sewists and small ateliers eager to replicate runway
styles.

Fabric and Color Palette Recommendations

The 1920s was a decade of experimentation with textiles, and sourcebooks highlighted:

- Luxurious fabrics such as silk chiffon, satin, and velvet
- Popular colors, including pastel shades, jewel tones, and metallics
- Textural contrasts, like matte vs. shiny finishes

These recommendations helped retailers and consumers select appropriate materials to achieve the
desired look.

Trend Summaries and Style Guides

In addition to visual content, sourcebooks often featured editorials or commentary on prevailing
trends, including:

- The shift from restrictive Victorian styles to more liberated silhouettes
- The influence of jazz music and dance on fashion
- The rise of sportswear-inspired looks

They often provided practical advice on how to mix and match garments and accessories for
different occasions.

Major 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks and Their Creators
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Several notable sourcebooks emerged during the decade, each reflecting the zeitgeist and
technological advancements of the period.

The Art of Fashion by Harper?s Bazaar

Published in the mid-1920s, this sourcebook was a comprehensive guide produced by one of
America?s leading fashion magazines. It combined haute couture photography with detailed
sketches, making high fashion accessible to a broader audience. Its pages showcased the latest
Parisian trends, adapted for the American market, and emphasized the importance of accessories
and hairstyle matching.

The Vogue Pattern Book

Vogue?s series of pattern books were instrumental in translating runway trends into home sewing
projects. They provided step-by-step instructions, fabric suggestions, and pattern diagrams,
enabling women to create stylish ensembles themselves. These sourcebooks often featured:

- Simplified versions of the most popular dresses
- Seasonal trend breakdowns
- Special occasion attire guides

Maison de la Mode and Parisian Couture Catalogs

Paris, as the fashion capital, produced numerous sourcebooks that showcased couture collections.
These catalogs were highly detailed, often including:

- High-quality photographs of runway shows
- Swatches of fabrics used in couture designs
- Designer commentary on the creative process

They served as both promotional tools and educational resources for buyers, stylists, and fashion
enthusiasts.

Impact and Legacy of 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks

The influence of these sourcebooks extends beyond their immediate era. They played a pivotal role
in:
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- Standardizing trends: By providing a visual and technical reference, sourcebooks helped ensure
consistency across retail outlets worldwide.

- Democratizing fashion: Patterns and illustrated guides made high fashion accessible to a wider
audience, empowering women to participate in the style revolution.

- Documenting innovation: The decade's experimentation with silhouette, fabric, and
ornamentation was meticulously recorded, serving as a foundation for future designers.

- Inspiring modern fashion publishing: The layout, photography, and design of 1920s sourcebooks
set templates for fashion magazines and catalogs that persist today.

Many vintage sourcebooks are now prized collectibles, valued for their historical insight and
aesthetic appeal. They offer a tactile connection to the glamour, energy, and social change of the
Roaring Twenties.

Collecting and Preserving 1920s Fashion Sourcebooks

For collectors and fashion historians, these sourcebooks are treasures that require careful
preservation. To ensure their longevity:

- Store in acid-free folders and boxes
- Keep away from direct sunlight and humidity
- Handle with clean hands or gloves
- Digitize copies for wider access and study

Many archives and museums now curate digital collections of these sourcebooks, making them
accessible to a global audience eager to explore the fashion revolution of the 1920s.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of 1920s Sourcebooks

The fashion sourcebooks of the 1920s encapsulate a pivotal moment in style history?a decade
characterized by liberation, innovation, and cultural upheaval. They serve as both practical guides
and artistic expressions, capturing the exuberance of the Jazz Age and the breaking of traditional
fashion boundaries. Today, they continue to inspire designers, scholars, and fashion lovers alike,
reminding us of a time when fashion was not only about clothing but also about identity,
empowerment, and societal change.

As we look back through these vintage volumes, we gain not just knowledge of past trends but also
a deeper appreciation for the creative spirit that defined one of the most exciting eras in fashion
history. The 1920s fashion sourcebooks remain enduring testaments to a decade that forever
reshaped the way we dress, express, and celebrate ourselves.
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 QuestionAnswer What are 1920s fashion sourcebooks, and why are they important for vintage
fashion enthusiasts? 1920s fashion sourcebooks are curated collections of images, patterns, and
design references from the Roaring Twenties. They are important because they offer authentic
insights into the styles, fabrics, and accessories of the decade, helping enthusiasts and designers
recreate or study vintage fashion accurately. Which are some of the most popular 1920s fashion
sourcebooks available today? Some popular 1920s fashion sourcebooks include 'The Flapper's
Guide,' '1920s Fashion: The Definitive Sourcebook,' and 'Vintage Fashion: 1920s Style Guide.'
These books compile photographs, illustrations, and pattern sheets from the era, serving as
valuable references. How can 1920s fashion sourcebooks help in modern fashion design or
costume creation? They provide authentic design elements, detailing cuts, embellishments, and
accessories from the period. Designers and costume creators can use these sourcebooks to craft
historically accurate garments or to draw inspiration for contemporary fashion inspired by the 1920s.
Are digital versions of 1920s fashion sourcebooks available, and where can I find them? Yes, many
1920s fashion sourcebooks are available in digital format through online archives, vintage book
retailers, and platforms like Amazon or Google Books. These digital editions make it easier to
access high-quality images and detailed references from the era. What key fashion elements from
the 1920s are typically highlighted in these sourcebooks? Key elements include flapper dresses with
fringe and beadwork, cloche hats, long pearl necklaces, T-strap shoes, dropped waistlines, and Art
Deco-inspired accessories. Sourcebooks emphasize these features to showcase the iconic style of
the decade. 

 
Related keywords: 1920s fashion, vintage style guides, flapper dress patterns, art deco fashion,
vintage clothing catalogs, 1920s style inspiration, retro fashion sourcebooks, period costume books,
1920s accessories, vintage fashion illustrations

1920s Fashions From B Altman Company Dover Fashion

1920s fashions from B Altman Company Dover Fashion

The 1920s was a revolutionary decade for fashion, marked by bold new styles, a spirit of liberation,
and innovative designs that reflected the changing social landscape. Among the prominent names
that shaped the era?s sartorial landscape was the B Altman Company, renowned for its elegant
offerings known as Dover Fashion. This collection epitomized the glamour and youthful exuberance
of the Roaring Twenties, blending sophistication with modern flair. In this article, we delve into the
distinctive styles of 1920s fashions from B Altman?s Dover Fashion, exploring the key trends,
signature garments, fabric choices, accessories, and the cultural influences that defined this iconic
decade.

Published by: beaufortlondon.co.uk Page 9 of 17



THE 1920S FASHION SOURCEBOOKS Complete Guide Vol. 2021, Issue 11

Overview of 1920s Fashion and B Altman?s Role

The 1920s, often called the Jazz Age, was a period of social upheaval and artistic experimentation.
Fashion mirrored these changes, moving away from the restrictive Victorian and Edwardian styles
toward more relaxed, daring, and expressive ensembles. B Altman Company, a leading department
store based in New York City, became a trendsetter by offering Dover Fashion, a line that captured
the essence of the decade?s style revolution.

Dover Fashion was distinguished by its focus on youthful silhouettes, luxurious fabrics, and
innovative design details. It catered to women seeking both elegance and comfort, reflecting the
era?s emphasis on liberation from traditional constraints. The company?s offerings became a
symbol of modern femininity, combining practicality with glamour.

Major Trends in 1920s Fashions from B Altman?s Dover Fashion

The 1920s fashion scene was characterized by several key trends, many of which were embraced
and popularized by B Altman?s Dover Fashion collections. These trends can be categorized into
silhouette changes, fabric and color choices, and stylistic details.

Siluettes and Garment Styles

- The Flapper Look: The quintessential 1920s style, featuring dropped waistlines, straight skirts,
and a boyish silhouette that emphasized freedom of movement.

- The Blouse and Skirt Combo: Separate tops and skirts allowed for mix-and-match versatility,
often decorated with beads, sequins, or embroidery.

- The Tunic Dress: Loose-fitting, often adorned with fringe or embroidery, perfect for dancing
and social outings.

- The Cloche Hat: Close-fitting, bell-shaped hats that complemented the short hairstyles of the
period.

- Drop Waist Dresses: Dresses that sat at the hips rather than the natural waist, creating a
relaxed, youthful silhouette.

Fabric Choices and Colors

- Luxurious Silks and Satin: Used extensively for evening wear and special occasions, adding a
glamorous sheen.

- Georgette and Crepe: Lightweight fabrics ideal for daytime dresses, offering comfort and
drape.

- Velvet and Brocade: Reserved for more formal or evening attire, often richly embroidered.
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- Color Palette: The 1920s favored jewel tones such as emerald, ruby, sapphire, along with
metallics like gold and silver, complemented by pastel shades and black for evening wear.

Signature Garments of Dover Fashion in the 1920s

B Altman?s Dover Fashion collection showcased several iconic garments that became staples of
1920s women?s wardrobes. These included:

Drop Waist Dresses

One of the most defining features of 1920s fashion, drop waist dresses from Dover Fashion
epitomized the youthful, liberated silhouette. These dresses often featured elaborate beadwork,
sequins, and fringes, making them perfect for dance halls and evening events. They emphasized a
straight, slim silhouette and allowed for ease of movement, aligning with the energetic spirit of the
Jazz Age.

Beaded Flapper Gowns

Designed for the nightlife and social gatherings, these gowns were decorated with intricate
beadwork, sequins, and fringe. The shimmering embellishments caught the light during dance
performances, embodying the glamour and exuberance of the era.

Day Dresses with Tunic Styles

For everyday wear, Dover Fashion offered tunic dresses made from lightweight fabrics like
georgette and crepe. These dresses were often decorated with embroidery or subtle
embellishments, combining practicality with style.

Accessories and Final Touches

- Cloche Hats: Small, close-fitting hats that complemented short hairstyles and added a chic
finishing touch.

- Long Beaded Necklaces: Layered strands of beads were a hallmark accessory, adding
movement and sparkle.

- Silk Gloves and Scarves: Elegant accessories that completed the sophisticated look.
- T-strap Shoes and T-Strap Pumps: Footwear designed for comfort and style, often made of

suede or patent leather.

Fabric Innovations and Craftsmanship
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B Altman?s Dover Fashion was known for its meticulous attention to detail and high-quality
craftsmanship. The use of innovative fabrics and techniques was pivotal in creating garments that
were both fashionable and functional.

Fabric Selection

The collection prioritized luxurious fabrics that draped well and reflected the opulence of the decade:

- Silk and satin for evening wear
- Georgette and crepe for daytime dresses
- Velvet and brocade for formal gowns

Embroidery and Embellishments

Hand embroidery, beadwork, and sequins were extensively used to add texture and visual interest,
making each piece unique and glamorous.

Cultural Influences and Style Evolution

The 1920s was a melting pot of cultural influences, including Art Deco, jazz music, and a newfound
sense of independence among women. Dover Fashion?s designs reflected these trends through
geometric patterns, bold colors, and streamlined silhouettes.

Art Deco Inspiration

The collection embraced the geometric and symmetrical motifs characteristic of Art Deco, seen in
dress embellishments and jewelry designs. This style symbolized modernity and sophistication.

Women's Liberation

The shift towards more comfortable, less restrictive clothing was a direct response to women?s
evolving social roles. Dover Fashion?s drop waist dresses, shorter hemlines, and practical
accessories supported this newfound freedom.

Impact and Legacy of B Altman?s Dover Fashion

The contributions of B Altman and its Dover Fashion line to 1920s style were significant. They
helped popularize a modern, youthful aesthetic that broke away from previous generations? more
conservative fashion. Their innovative designs influenced mainstream fashion trends and helped
define the glamorous image of the Roaring Twenties.
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The legacy persists through vintage collections, fashion history, and modern reinterpretations
inspired by the decade?s bold and elegant styles.

Conclusion

The 1920s was a transformative decade for fashion, and B Altman?s Dover Fashion played a pivotal
role in shaping that transformation. From drop waist dresses and beaded gowns to chic accessories
and luxurious fabrics, the collection embodied the spirit of the Jazz Age?free, glamorous, and
daring. Today, these styles continue to inspire designers and fashion enthusiasts who appreciate
the decade?s timeless blend of innovation and elegance. Whether you?re exploring vintage fashion
or seeking inspiration for modern designs, understanding the 1920s fashions from B Altman?s
Dover Fashion offers a glimpse into one of the most exciting periods in fashion history.
 
1920s fashions from B. Altman Company Dover Fashion: A Glimpse into the Roaring Twenties Style
Revolution

The 1920s marked a pivotal decade in fashion history, characterized by bold innovation, social
change, and a break from Victorian-era conservatism. Among the notable contributors to this
sartorial revolution was the B. Altman Company, renowned for its upscale department store offerings
and, specifically, its Dover Fashion line. This collection epitomized the spirit of the Roaring
Twenties?liberation, modernity, and elegance?delivering styles that blended glamour with
practicality. To understand the allure and influence of B. Altman?s 1920s fashions from Dover
Fashion, it is essential to explore the broader cultural context, the design elements that defined the
era, and how this line reflected contemporary trends.

The Cultural Context of 1920s Fashion

The Post-War Transformation

The 1920s emerged as a decade of profound societal shifts. After World War I, women sought
greater independence, which was mirrored in their wardrobe choices. Clothing became a medium
for expressing newfound freedoms, rejecting the restrictive styles of the previous era. The decade
was marked by a desire for comfort, movement, and modernity?values that found their expression in
fashion.

The Influence of Jazz and Popular Culture

Jazz music, dance clubs, and Hollywood stars played significant roles in shaping the decade?s
aesthetic. Flappers?young women donning short skirts, bobbed hair, and daring
accessories?became icons of the era. Their style was daring, playful, and rebellious against
traditional norms, setting the tone for the fashion revolution.
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The Rise of Department Stores and Fashion Retailing

Big retail establishments like B. Altman & Co. capitalized on these cultural shifts by curating
collections that catered to the modern consumer. Their Dover Fashion line exemplified the shift
toward ready-to-wear, accessible luxury, and innovative design tailored for the dynamic lifestyles of
the 1920s.

The Dover Fashion Line: A Reflection of the Roaring Twenties

Design Philosophy and Aesthetic

Dover Fashion, a premium label under the B. Altman umbrella, aimed to marry sophistication with
contemporary trends. The collection emphasized clean lines, geometric motifs, and luxurious fabrics
that suited the energetic pace of the decade. It balanced elegance with practicality, making
fashionable attire accessible to a broader clientele.

Key Features of Dover Fashion 1920s Styles

- Silhouettes:
- Straight, tubular shapes that eliminated the corseted waistline.
- Drop waists and empire lines that emphasized a relaxed yet chic profile.
- Fabrics:
- Use of silk, satin, chiffon, and velvet.
- Decorative details such as beading, embroidery, and sequins.
- Colors:
- Bright, bold hues like emerald green, ruby red, and sapphire blue.
- Metallic shades including gold and silver.
- Accessories:
- Cloche hats, feather boas, long pearl necklaces.
- T-strap shoes and T-bar heels.
- Details:
- Fringes, geometric patterns, and Art Deco motifs.
- Flapper dresses often featured fringed hemlines for dance movement.

Signature Dover Fashion Garments of the 1920s

The Flapper Dress

Arguably the most iconic 1920s garment, Dover Fashion?s flapper dresses were characterized by
their straight silhouettes and embellishments. Typically knee-length or slightly above, these dresses
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allowed free movement?ideal for dancing the Charleston or other popular social dances. Beading
and sequins created shimmering effects under club lights, while fringes added movement and flair.

The Tunic and Blouse Pairings

Dover?s tailored tunics and blouses showcased geometric patterns and art deco influences. Often
worn with drop-waist skirts, these pieces reflected the decade?s penchant for modern, streamlined
designs. Fabrics like chiffon and silk provided a fluid drape, enhancing the relaxed yet elegant look.

The Evening Gown

For more formal occasions, Dover?s evening gowns combined luxurious fabrics with intricate
embellishments. Long, flowing dresses adorned with sequins or embroidery were designed to
highlight the glamour of the Jazz Age. Deep V-necks, open backs, and side slit skirts added
sensuality, balanced by sophisticated detailing.

The Impact of Dover Fashion on 1920s Style Trends

Setting Industry Standards

Dover Fashion?s innovative designs helped popularize the shift away from corseted, restrictive
clothing. Their emphasis on comfort, movement, and modern aesthetics influenced not only
consumers but also other designers and retailers.

Bridging High Fashion and Ready-to-Wear

The Dover line exemplified the growing trend toward ready-to-wear clothing that combined luxury
with convenience. This democratization of fashion allowed women from various social classes to
embrace the new styles without resorting to custom-made dresses.

Incorporating Art Deco Elements

The collection?s geometric patterns, bold lines, and decorative motifs aligned with the Art Deco
movement, which was dominant in architecture, design, and fashion. Dover?s use of these elements
created a cohesive visual language that defined the decade?s aesthetic.

Fashion Accessories and Hairstyles: Completing the 1920s Look

Accessories That Defined the Era

Published by: beaufortlondon.co.uk Page 15 of 17



THE 1920S FASHION SOURCEBOOKS Complete Guide Vol. 2021, Issue 11

- Headwear: Cloche hats, often decorated with feathers, beads, or ribbons.
- Jewelry: Long pearl necklaces, drop earrings, and Art Deco brooches.
- Footwear: T-strap or T-bar heels, often in metallic shades matching the dresses.
- Handbags: Small, beaded or embroidered evening bags.

Hairstyles

Women commonly sported bobbed haircuts, often with finger waves, which complemented their
dresses and accessories. The hairstyle became a symbol of modernity and independence, further
cementing the era?s fashion ethos.

Legacy and Modern Appreciation

Though the fashion of the 1920s was revolutionary at its time, its influence persists today. Vintage
reproductions, modern runway reinterpretations, and fashion history studies continue to celebrate
Dover Fashion?s role in shaping the decade?s style landscape.

- Revival in Popular Culture: Films set in the Jazz Age, such as "The Great Gatsby," showcase
similar styles, emphasizing the timeless appeal of 1920s fashion.

- Contemporary Fashion: Designers draw inspiration from Art Deco motifs, drop-waist silhouettes,
and glamorous embellishments, often referencing Dover Fashion?s aesthetic.

Conclusion

The 1920s fashions from B. Altman Company Dover Fashion encapsulate a decade of
transformation?an era where women?s liberation, technological progress, and cultural dynamism
converged in the realm of style. With their innovative designs, luxurious fabrics, and bold motifs,
Dover Fashion?s offerings helped define the visual identity of the Roaring Twenties. As a testament
to the decade?s enduring legacy, these styles continue to inspire modern fashion, reminding us of a
time when clothing was more than mere coverage?it was a symbol of change, freedom, and
glamour.
 

 QuestionAnswer What were the key fashion trends promoted by B. Altman & Company during
the 1920s? B. Altman & Company highlighted the flapper style with drop-waist dresses, beaded
accessories, cloche hats, and Art Deco-inspired details characteristic of 1920s fashion. How did
Dover Fashion reflect the 1920s styles sold by B. Altman? Dover Fashion showcased the latest
1920s trends through their collection, including stylish evening wear, tailored suits, and accessories
that emphasized the era's emphasis on elegance and modernity. Were B. Altman & Company?s
1920s fashions affordable for the average consumer? While B. Altman & Company offered luxury
and high-quality garments, they also provided a range of prices, making fashionable 1920s styles
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accessible to a broader clientele through their department store offerings. What materials and
fabrics were popular in 1920s designs from B. Altman & Dover Fashion? Popular fabrics included
silk, satin, chiffon, and beaded embellishments, which were used to create the glamorous and
luxurious look associated with 1920s fashion. Did B. Altman & Company influence 1920s fashion
trends nationally? Yes, as a prominent department store, B. Altman played a significant role in
shaping 1920s fashion trends by offering stylish, modern clothing and accessories that set the
standard for urban fashion across the United States. What accessories were commonly paired with
1920s dresses from B. Altman & Dover Fashion? Accessories such as long pearl necklaces,
feathered headbands, beaded handbags, and T-strap shoes were commonly paired with 1920s
dresses to complete the fashionable look. How did Dover Fashion's 1920s collections differ from
other fashion lines at B. Altman? Dover Fashion focused on more contemporary and ready-to-wear
styles that reflected the latest trends, while B. Altman?s main collections included both high-end
couture and more accessible fashion options for a diverse clientele. 
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